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Local and Indigenous Knowledge Systems

Programme Areas and countries covered by ROSA



NAME OF BR COUNTRY YEAR
Kogelberg South Africa 1998
Cape West Coast South Africa 2000
Waterberg South Africa 2001
Kruger 2 Canyons South Africa 2001
Cape Winelands South Africa 2007
Vhembe South Africa 2009
Gouritz Cluster South Africa 2015
Magaliesberg South Africa 2015
Garden route South Africa 2017
Groot Marico South Africa 2018
Mount Mulanje Malawi 2000
Lake Chilwa Wetland Malawi 2006
Middle Zambezi Zimbabwe 2010
Quirimbas Mozambique 2018
Lubombo eSwatini 2019
Matseng Lesotho 2021
Chimanimani Zimbabwe 2022
Kafue Flats Zambia 2022

Evolution
• first generation often NP with a buffer
• since 1995 – model with 3 zones, 3 functions

Biosphere Reserves in southern Africa

Zones of a Biosphere Reserve







Water Risk (source: UNESCO WWDR 2023)
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Water Risk 10 most at risk basins with significant mining 

Source: WWF Water Risk Filter Research Series 2020 
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Three pillars of Be Resilient South Africa 
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Examples of Tools



CRIDA - Climate Risk Informed Decision Analysis 



Capacity Building – Citizen Science, ESD



ReLISA Work Package 5

• Water Funds to sustainably drive Ecosystem Restoration in BR
• Other opportunities for PES in Biosphere Reserves
• Attracting additional public resources – GCF/AF/…
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Water Funds Restoring and protecting Strategic Water Source Areas



Water Funds 



Water Funds in Africa 



How Water Funds Work



WP5 Activities - Water Fund Establishment Process
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Adapted from: TNC Water Funds Toolbox



Example of Business Case – Greater Cape Town Water Fund

Source: TNC GREATER CAPE TOWN WATER FUND BUSINESS CASE, 2018Source: TNC GREATER CAPE TOWN WATER FUND BUSINESS CASE, 2018
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Magaliesberg Biosphere



Magaliesberg Biosphere



Waterberg Biosphere



Questions?

• Site shortlist?
• Involvement of other BR/sites?
• Existing restoration experiences – teaming up, lessons,…?
• PES initiatives – lessons?
• …


